
A cattle bull is one animal that all humans treat warily. As a farming nation I think this is par-
ticularly ingrained in us New Zealanders from an early age. Even urban dwellers would have 
encountered a domestic bull when having a picnic, crossing a field, or paddock, and feared his 
baleful stare, ground pawing, bellowing and interest in your presence. Anglers, hunters, and 
trampers often encounter them when in the outdoors and unlike most farm animals it’s not 
always the stock that does the running. People do get trampled or gored, and in Canada 42% 
of all livestock-related fatalities are a result of bull attacks, and only one in twenty victims of 
a serious bull attack survives. Dairy breed bulls are particularly dangerous and unpredictable.

 
Written By Greg Morton

Free-Range Wanderings

Author and 
his wild bull.

PART 3

The general rule is ‘treat bulls with caution and skirt rather than confront’. Feral bulls just crank up the risk even more. An old, grumpy,  
solitary, ex herd bull with several bad human experiences under his belt often just wants to get even and faced with ‘fight or flight’ he’ll fight. 

My recent trip to the Northern Territory put 
me in prime wild bull country; the land of the 
famed Red bull. These red-brown coloured cattle 
are derived from the shorthorn beef breed (Bos 
7DXUXV���DQG�DUH�OHDQ��PHDQ��¿JKWLQJ�PDFKLQHV��
The other wild cattle breed encountered in other 
KXQWLQJ�DUHDV� LV� WKH�%UDKPD� �%RV� ,QGLFXV��� EXW�
from a trophy point of view this breed is not 
UHFRJQLVHG� E\� 6&,� �6DIDUL� &OXE� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO��
DV�D�ELJ�JDPH�WURSK\�VSHFLHV��7KH�5HG�EXOOV�DUH�
UHFRJQLVHG��DQG�WURSK\�KXQWHUV�DUH�DIWHU�D�ORQJ��
thick set of sharp tipped horns.
:KDW�FRQVWLWXWHV�D�WURSK\"�,I�KXQWLQJ�ZLWK�D�ULÀH�
D�JROG�PHGDO�WURSK\�5HG�EXOO�PXVW�VFRUH�JUHDWHU�

WKDQ������SRLQWV��OHQJWK�LQ�LQFKHV�RI�HDFK�KRUQ��
JLUWK� RI� HDFK� KRUQ� �� 7RWDO� � DGGHG� XS��� D� VLOYHU�
PHGDO�EXOO�JUHDWHU�WKDQ������DQG�D�EURQ]H�PHGDO�
EXOO�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�����7KH�ODUJHVW�UHFRUGHG�E\�6&,�
ZDV� WDNHQ� E\�%UXFH�.HOOHU� DQG� VFRUHG� ���� )RU�
FRPSDULVRQ�WKH�EHVW�6&,�1HZ�=HDODQG�ZLOG�EXOO�
VKRW�ZDV�WDNHQ�E\�&UDLJ�)HUJXVRQ�LQ������RQ�WKH�
(DVW�&DSH�DQG�PHDVXUHG�������7KDW�ZRXOG�PDNH�
HDFK�KRUQ�DERXW����LQFKHV�����FPV��ORQJ��
Red bulls have a few names. Wild bulls, scrub 
bulls, scrubbers, clean skins, feral bulls, micky 
EXOOV��ZLOG�R[��DQG�VRXWK�SDFL¿F�R[HQ�GHSHQGLQJ�
RQ�KRZ�SUHVWLJLRXV�\RX�DUH�WU\LQJ�WR�PDNH�WKHP�
appear to the hunter. A wild bull has no brand, 

QR�HDU�WDJV�DQG�OLWWOH�RU�QR�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�KXPDQV��
They do however have a short temper. 
,Q�RXU�DUHD�ZLOG�FDWWOH�ZHUH�UHODWLYHO\�FRPPRQ��
and the cows and calves were seen as a valuable 
food source by the traditional land owners; the 
Jawoyn tribe. The bulls were less hunted due to 
WKHLU� DJJUHVVLYH� QDWXUH� DQG� WRXJKHU� PHDW�� DQG�
ZHUH� DV� D� UHVXOW� OHVV� IHDUIXO� ZKHQ� IDFLQJ� KX-
PDQV��$�5HG�EXOO�LV�VLPLODU�LQ�VKDSH�WR�D�6SDQLVK�
¿JKWLQJ�EXOO�DQG�PD\�ZHLJK�XS�WR�DERXW�����NJ�� 
7KH\�SUHIHU� OLYLQJ� LQ� WKH�GU\�� WKLFNHU�EXVK�ODQG�
rather than swamps and open plains, and like the 
water buffalo are best hunted in the dry season 
ZKLFK�UXQV�IURP�-XQH�WKURXJK�WR�1RYHPEHU�
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 We were in Australia to primarily hunt water 

buffalo but the Red bulls with their ‘in your face’ 

DWWLWXGH� VRRQ� FDXJKW� RXU� DWWHQWLRQ�� 7KH� KXQWLQJ�
block we were on was 50,000 square kilometres 

LQ�VL]H��DQG�FDWWOH�ZHUH�UDQGRPO\�VFDWWHUHG�DFURVV�
LW��-DZR\Q�/DQG�0DQDJHU�DQG�$ERULJLQH�5DQJHU�
&RRUGLQDWRU�,DQ�0F&RQQHOO�ZDV�RXU�UHVLGHQW�H[-

pert; Ben Martin, the Aussie / Kiwi connection; 

DQG�*OHQQ�0DUWLQ� WKH�.LZL�RXW¿WWHU�ZKR�ZRXOG�
ZRUN�LQ�ZLWK�%HQ�LQ�������%HQ�KDG�JXLGHG�KHUH�
IRU�D�FRXSOH�RI�VHDVRQV�ZLWK�DQ�$XVWUDOLDQ�RXW¿W-
WHU�ZKR�KDG�VLQFH�OHIW�WKH�DUHD��SURYLGLQJ�DQ�RSHQ-

LQJ�IRU�%HQ�DQG�*OHQQ�WR�JXLGH�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�DV�
Hunt Downunder. 

 On my three day hunt it was a Red bull that 

ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WURSK\�DQLPDO�WDNHQ��:H�KDG�DUULYHG�
LQ�RXU�KXQWLQJ�DUHD��WKUHH�DQG�D�KDOI�KRXUV�LQODQG�
IURP� .DWKHULQH�� DERXW� QRRQ� DQG� DIWHU� JHWWLQJ�
RUJDQLVHG� KHDGHG� RXW� IRU� D� ODWH� DIWHUQRRQ� ORRN�
DERXW�� $QLPDOV� DERXQGHG�� WKH� PDMRULW\� EHLQJ�
KHUGV� RI� ÀLJKW\�ZDWHU� EXIIDOR� cows and 

FDOYHV�� WKRXJK� ZH� DOVR� RE- served feral 

donkeys and some wild cat- tle cows 

DQG�\RXQJ�EXOOV��

� $Q�KRXU�RXW�IURP�GDUN�ZH�VSRWWHG�D�ELJ�DQLPDO�
VWDQGLQJ�RQ�KLV�RZQ�LQ�D�VWDQG�RI�WUHHV��6QHDNLQJ�
closer in the Polaris we could see he was a soli-

tary Red bull with a white head, obviously old, 

VXIIHULQJ�FRQGLWLRQ�ZLVH�IURP�WKH�ORQJ�GU\�VHDVRQ�
EXW�VSRUWLQJ�DQ�LPSUHVVLYH�VHW�RI�KRUQV��+H�KDG�QR�
LQWHQWLRQ�RI�UXQQLQJ�DQG�VWDUHG�LQWHQWO\�DW�XV�
� ,DQ�VDLG�KH�ZDV�D�VKRRWHU�VR�%HQ�DQG�,�ZHUH�
dropped off to stalk in closer. We crept from 

VSLQGO\� WUHH� WR� VSLQGO\� WUHH� XQWLO� ,� IHOW� ,� ZDV�
FORVH� HQRXJK� WR� WDNH� D� VKRW�� +H� ZDV� EURDGVLGH�
RQ�ZDWFKLQJ�WKH�VSRW�ZKHUH�KH�KDG�ODVW�VHHQ�WKH�
3RODULV��,�ZDV�XVLQJ�,DQ¶V�7LNND�����[����ULÀH�DQG�
���� JUDLQ� EXOOHWV� VR� KDG� SOHQW\� RI� NQRFN� GRZQ�
ZHDSRQU\��/LQLQJ�XS�KLV�VKRXOGHU�,�¿UHG�DQG�WKH�
ELJ�EXOOHW�GURSSHG�KLP�LQVWDQWO\��7KH�VKRW�VHHPHG�
SHUIHFW��EXW�WKH�ELJ�ERYLQH�UROOHG�KLPVHOI�RQ�WR�KLV�
EULVNHW�DQG�WULHG�WR�JHW�WR�KLV�IHHW��,�TXLFNO\�OLQHG�
up his neck and was pleased to see him collapse 

on to his side with the shot. 

 We cautiously approached him, and Ben 

touched his H\H� ZLWK� KLV� ULÀH� EDUUHO� WR�
ensure no nasty VXUSULVHV�� )URP� D� PDQDJH-
ment point of view he was a perfect 

animal to remove from the herd. He had been a 

KXJH� DQLPDO� LQ� KLV� SULPH��ZLWK� D�PDVVLYH� KHDG�
DQG�ODUJH�IUDPH��EXW�DJH�DQG�D�KDUVK�HQYLURQPHQW�
KDG�VKHG�D�ORW�RI�ZHLJKW�RII�KLV�ERG\��,�KDG�SURE-

DEO\�VSHG�XS�KLV�UDSLGO\�DSSURDFKLQJ�HQG�E\�D�IHZ�
months. Trophy animals like this are always the 

EHVW�IRU�KXQWHUV�WR�WDUJHW��7KHLU�EUHHGLQJ�GD\V�DUH�
GRQH�� WKHLU�XVH� WR� WKH�KHUG� LV�RYHU��\HW� WKHLU�DJH�
PHDQV�D�JRRG�WURSK\�KHDG��+LV�KRUQV�VFRUHG����VR�
LQ�WKDW�UHJDUG�KH�FRXQWHG�DV�D�VLOYHU�PHGDO�WURSK\�
 Over the next three days we encountered at 

least twenty solitary bulls, and few ran at our ap-

pearance. They invariably faced up, and either 

UHJDUGHG�XV�ZLWK�LQWHUHVW��FDXWLRQ��RU�DJJUHVVLRQ��
$OO� ORRNHG� IDLQWO\� FUD]\�� DV� D� FRSSHU� GH¿FLHQF\�
RU�À\�SUREOHP�PHDQW� WKH�KDLU� DURXQG� WKHLU� H\HV�
ZDV� UXEEHG� DZD\�PDNLQJ� WKHLU� H\HV� ORRN� KXJH��
PDQLDF�DQG�EXOJLQJ��&UD]\�ORRNLQJ�LQ�IDFW���%HQ��
ULGLQJ�WKH�UHG�TXDG�WRRN�PRVW�RI�WKH�KHDW�DV�WKH\�
love that colour, and the quad was also a machine 

WKH\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�SDVW�EDG�PHPRULHV��2QH�ELJ�
EXOO�GLG�D�FRXSOH�RI�PRFN�FKDUJHV�DW�KLP�DQG�VDZ�
Ben do an evasive retreat as this boy looked very 

VHULRXV�� 6HYHUDO� RI� WKHVH� EXOOV� KDG� JRRG� VHWV� RI�

Mad eyed Red bull.

The trophy Red bull 
that chased Ben.
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KRUQV�EXW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZHUH�UHODWLYHO\�\RXQJ�ZHUH�UHSULHYHG��
� 2Q� GD\� WZR� ZH� ÀXVKHG� DQRWKHU� ROG� EXOO� RXW� RI� D� FUHHN� EHG��
DQG� KLV� OHDQ� FRQGLWLRQ� SOXV� JRRG� VHW� RI� KRUQV� VDZ� ,DQ� QRG� WR�
Glenn to put some lead in the air. Glenn followed him up and 
PDQDJHG� WR� DQJOH� D� VKRW� LQ� EHKLQG� WKH� ULEV� DV� WKH� EXOO� UDQ� RII�� 
 
,W�ZDV� D� SHUIHFW� VKRW� DQG� DIWHU� D� VWXPEOLQJ� VSULQW� LW� FROODSVHG� VWRQH�
GHDG��7KLV�DQLPDO�WRR�ZDV�LQ�WKH�WZLOLJKW�RI�KLV�OLIH�DQG�IURP�D�PDQDJH-
PHQW�SRLQW�RI�YLHZ�VXUSOXV�WR�KHUG�UHTXLUHPHQWV��,W�VFRUHG�DERXW�WKH�
VDPH�DV�P\�EXOO��%RWK�EXOOV�KDG�IDW�WLFNV�KDQJLQJ�RII�WKHP�DQG�SOHQW\�
RI�VFDUV�LQGLFDWLQJ�D�WRXJK�OLIH�¿JKWLQJ�RWKHU�EXOOV��
� ,DQ� UDWHG� WKH� VFUXE� EXOOV� HYHQ�PRUH� GDQJHURXV� WKDQ� WKH� EXIIDOR�
EXOOV�EHFDXVH�WKHLU�PRRG�ZDV�PRUH�XQSUHGLFWDEOH��/LNH�)RUHVW�*XPS�
VDLG�DERXW�WKH�FKRFRODWHV��³<RX�QHYHU�NQRZ�ZKDW�\RX¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�JHW´��
� ,QWHUHVWLQJO\��RYHU�WKH�WKUHH�GD\V�ZH�QHYHU�JRW�FORVH�WR�D�ZLOG�FRZ�
DV�WKH\�ÀHG�DW�WKH�¿UVW�VLJQ�RI�KXPDQV��$SSDUHQWO\�WKH\�WRR�FDQ�EH�YHU\�
GDQJHURXV�DV�WKH\�DUH�XVHG�WR�EHLQJ�KXQWHG�KDUG��DQG�DOVR�KDYH�GLQJRHV�
WU\LQJ� WR� FDWFK� WKHLU� FDOYHV��2YHU� WKH�\HDUV� ,DQ�KDV�KDG�PDQ\� FORVH�
calls with wild cattle but the worst encounters had been with cows that 
FKDUJHG�ZLWKRXW�SURYRFDWLRQ��DQG�KDG�WR�EH�VKRW�WR�EH�VWRSSHG�
� $XVWUDOLD�LV�WKDW�NLQG�RI�SODFH��/RWV�RI�WKLQJV�KDSS\�WR�ELWH��SRLVRQ��
WUDPSOH�RU�JRUH�\RX��VR�\RX�QHHG�WR�EH�RQ�\RXU�JXDUG�DW�DOO�WLPHV��%DFN�
LQ�1HZ�=HDODQG�ZLOG�EXOOV�KDYH�D�VLPLODU�UHSXWDWLRQ�IRU�IHURFLW\�DQG�,�
UHPHPEHU�WKH�WDOHV�,�ZDV�WROG�DERXW�WKHP�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�KXQWLQJ�LQ�7DUDQD-
NL�DQG�WKH�:KDQJDQXL�UHJLRQV��$Q�RSRVVXP�WUDSSHU�KDG�EHHQ�VWDONHG�
WKHQ�JRUHG�VHULRXVO\��DQG�VHYHUDO�RWKHUV�WUHHG�E\�YDULRXV�DQJU\�EXOOV�� 
&KDWKDP�,VODQG�ORFDOV�DOVR�KDYH�JUHDW�WDOHV�WR�WHOO�RI�DJJUHVVLYH�EXOOV�
GXULQJ�WKHLU�UXW�
� 2Q�P\�¿UVW�YLVLW�WR�WKH�7RS�(QG��LQ�DQRWKHU�DUHD�,�KDG�RQO\�VHHQ�RQH�
ZLOG�EXOO�VR�WKLV�UHJLRQ�LV�VSHFLDO�LQ�KDYLQJ�D�ODUJH�DQG�VWDEOH�SRSXOD-
WLRQ�WR�KXQW��2Q�WULS¶V�HQG�,�ORRNHG�EDFN�DW�WKUHH�GD\V�WKDW�IRU�PH�KDG�
LQYROYHG�D�WURSK\�ERDU��WZR�ELJ�VZHHSHU�EXIIDOR�EXOOV��DQG�D�WUXH�IHUDO�
Red bull.Ű

Next issue: Haast Hunter

All muscle bull.

Glenn and his wild bull.

Ben on the red quad.
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Mission Craze 
Package Deal
Mission Craze Bow, 
fully adjustable 
19 – 30”, 
15 – 70lbs. 

Pkg Deal includes
��47�����$UURZ�5HVW
�� $ULHV�6LJKW
�� 3HHS�
�� 7UHHOLPE�4XLYHU
�� ��&DUERQ�$UURZV�
�� &REUD�5HOHDVH�$LG
ONLY $999
 Includes our ex-
clusive Fit-to-Shoot 
service.
 

 Advanced Archery distributes all of these great products to a hunting store near you, call 09 6388409 for your nearest stockist.

Tel: (09) 638 8409       www.advancedarchery.co.nz

CRAZE MR6

Become a Better Hunter!

S h o p  o n l i n e  :  w w w. a d v a n c e d a r c h e r y. c o . n z

1 Peary Road, Mt Eden, Auckland
7HO����������������(PDLO��VDOHV#DGYDQFHGDUFKHU\�FR�Q]

Wind-Check
6WD\LQJ�GRZQZLQG�LV�WKH�PRVW�
LPSRUWDQW�SDUW�RI�\RXU�KXQW���

:LQG�&KHFN�ZLOO�GHWHFW�HYHQ�WKH�
VOLJKWHVW�DLU�FXUUHQWV��RGRXUOHVV�
and unscented.

Camo FX
Stay undetected
$SSO\�D�+LJK�'H¿�QLWLRQ�
FDPRXÀ�DJH�SDWWHUQ�
quickly, 3 colours at 
once!

&DPR);70�GRHV�QRW�
GU\�RU�FUDFN�OLNH�RWKHU�
SURGXFWV���VR�QR�LWFKLQJ�
DQG�LUULWDWLRQ��5DLQ�
UHVLOLHQW�DQG�ZLSHV�RII�
HDVLO\�ZLWK�D�ZHW�ZLSH�

Gutwrench
 
*XW:UHQFK�JHWV�WKH�JXWV�RXW�VR�
\RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR��QR�PRUH�EORRG\�
KDQGV��EHWWHU�WDVWLQJ�ELUGV�
 
)RXU�VL]HV��'XFN��3KHDVDQW��7XUNH\�
& Goose
 

HECS Suit
+XPDQ�(OHFWURPDJQHWLF�(QHUJ\�
&RQFHDOPHQW�6XLW�±�HOLPLQDWHV�
DQLPDO¶V�LQIDPRXV��WK�VHQVH�
 
+(&6�EORFNV�WKH�(OHFWURPDJQHWLF�
¿�HOG�DQG�KHOSV�NHHS�\RX�XQGHWHFWHG�
ZKHQ�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�JDPH��
7UDFNVXLW�¿�W�±�VR�FRPIRUWDEOH�\RX¶OO�
forget you’re wearing it.
:H¶YH�WULDOOHG�WKLV�DPD]LQJ�QHZ�
SURGXFW�IRU�WKH�ODVW�\HDU���DVN�XV�
DERXW�RXU�+(&6�PRPHQWV���\RX¶OO�
QHYHU�ZDQW�WR�JR�KXQWLQJ�DJDLQ�
ZLWKRXW�+(&6�RQ�\RXU�VLGH�
 

([FOXVLYH�/RVW�&DPR70�SDWWHUQ
5HDOLVWLF�IUD\�UHVLVWDQW�OHDYHV�	����o�FRYHUDJH
4XLHW��	�OLJKWZHLJKW�PHVK
 

Eclipse 3D 
Mesh
+LJK�TXDOLW\���'�OHDI\�
DSSDUHO�WKDW�DFWXDOO\�
ORRNV�OLNH�UHDO�OHDYHV��
(FOLSVH�+XQWLQJ�$SSDUHO¶V�
EUHDWKDEOH��OLJKWZHLJKW�
SDQWV�DQG�MDFNHWV�OHW�
KXQWHUV�NHHS�TXLHW�ZKLOH�
blending in!

Call today for a FREE Bowhunting Info Pack!

Ask about our staff 
picks for a You-
Beaut Accessory 
Package we know 
you’ll love – we 
know because it’s 
what we hunt with!

Opening Hours 
0RQGD\���)ULGD\� �DP����SP
6DWXUGD\� �DP�����QRRQ
6XQGD\� &/26('

)HDWXULQJ�WKH�PRVW
HI¿�FLHQW�GXDO�FDP�
V\VWHP�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�

$W���´�$7$�WKH�05��LV�
QRW�RQO\�IRUJLYLQJ�EXW�
EOLVWHULQJO\�IDVW��5DWHG�
DW����ISV�WKH�05��LV�
FDSDEOH�RI�GHOLYHULQJ�LQ�
H[FHVV�RI���IW�OEV

MR6...Compromise 
nothing.

Get ‘Fit to Shoot’ & shoot to kill!
‘Fit to Shoot’  ���:KHWKHU�\RX¶UH�EX\LQJ�D�QHZ�ERZ�
RU�KDYH�D�ERZ�WKDW�QHHGV�WR�EH�FXVWRP�¿�W�WR�\RX��)LW�WR�
6KRRW�LV�WKH�ZD\�WR�JR��You’ll be more successful and 
love shooting your bow more when it’s set up just 
right for you.

Fit to Shoot includes� GUDZOHQJWK�� ZHLJKW� DGMXVWPHQW�
	� SHHS� VLJKW� KHLJKW� WR� PDNH� VXUH� \RX� FDQ� JHW� LQWR�
D� JRRG� SRVWLRQ� DW� IXOO� GUDZ�� 7KHQ� ZH¶OO� FRPSOHWH� RXU�
FRPSUHKHQVLYH� ERZ� VHW� XS� FKHFNOLVW� LQFOXGLQJ� \RXU�
ZKHHO�WLPLQJ��ZKHHO�DOLJQPHQW��DUURZ�UHVW���QRFNLQJ�SRLQW�
SRVLWLRQ��WLOOHU�	�UHOHDVH�DLG��6HOHFW�WKH�ULJKW�DUURZV��WHVW�
¿�UH� WKHP� IRU� RSWLPXP� DUURZ� À�LJKW� DQG� FOHDUDQFH� SOXV�
PDNH� D� FRPSOHWH� UHFRUG� RI� \RXU� ERZ¶V� VHWWLQJV� DQG�
PHDVXUHPHQWV� 

Shoot to Kill! Want to kill more game? 
:H¶OO�WHDFK�\RX�D�FRQVLVWHQW�VKRW�VHTXHQFH�WKDW�ZLOO�DOORZ�
\RX�WR�VKRRW�\RXU�EHVW�ZKHQ�LW�FRXQWV��
0RUH�LPSRUWDQWO\�ZH¶OO�WHDFK�\RX�KRZ�WR�EHDW�WKH�PHQWDO�
FKDOOHQJH� RI� VKRRWLQJ� D� ERZ� DQG� DUURZ�� 2QH�RQ�RQH�
FRDFKLQJ�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�ZKR�NQRZV�ZKDW�LW¶V�OLNH�WR�6KRRW�
to Kill!  

This package is just a suggestion – 
we can mix and match accessories to 
customise it for you.

HECS web typeface 
is Arial Regular.

FireBUGS trail lights
6PDOO��OLJKWZHLJKW��UXJJHG��DQG�
SHUIHFW�IRU�PDQ\�RXWGRRU�DFWLYLWLHV��
6LPSO\�FODPS�RU�VWLFN�WR�D�EUDQFK�
XVLQJ�WKH�LQFOXGHG�FOLS�RU�EXLOW�LQ�
SLQ��)LUH%8*6�ZLOO�EXUQ�RYHU�WZR�
IXOO�ZHHNV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�FRQVHUYH�
EDWWHU\�SRZHU�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�E\�
turning on at dusk and off at 
GD\EUHDN��+XQWHUV�ORYH�)LUH%8*6�
DV�WKH\�GRQ¶W�VSRRN�FRORUEOLQG�
ELJ�JDPH�RU�ZLOGOLIH��7KH\�DUH�
PRWLRQOHVV��QRQ�EOLQNLQJ��DQG�
totally silent.  Never get lost again!
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